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Fact Sheet | Ticks 

There is often great alarm raised when “a tick” is found in a school.  The immediate reaction is that the tick is going 
to transmit Lyme disease and that they are infesting the property.  It is important to understand that not all ticks 
transmit Lyme Disease, in fact 95% of the cases are transmitted by the black legged tick.  According to the CDC 
there are approximately 20,000 cases of Lyme Disease reported each year nationwide, 95% of these cases occur 
in 10 states, of which Michigan is not one. We have worked in schools for more than 30 years and we have never 
had an infestation of ticks in a building or on maintained school grounds.  

Below is a picture of a typical playground that we took during a tick inspection.  During the inspection we did not 
find any ticks.   

	  

	  

	  

It is our opinion that ticks are not living or breeding on the school grounds in this photo.  Why?   

Ticks prefer a shady, brushy, tall grass, and wooded area.  The mechanics of tick attachment require there to be a 
tall substrate (i.e. grass and bushes) that the tick climbs and waits for a suitable host.  When the host brushes 
against this substrate then the tick attaches to the clothing, fur or feathers.  It is clear from this photo that the 
playground is well maintained, in full sun and not conducive for ticks.   

The most logical explanation is that the ticks that are found in schools or on a student are picked up at another 
location and brought to school.  They may also be picked up from the student’s pets that are going into tick infested 
areas. 

Monitoring and inspection for ticks 
Ticks are typically monitored by dragging a piece of light colored soft cloth (usually corduroy or flannel) stapled 
between two dowels to which a cord is attached, across an area of grass or low brush.   Make the cloth about three 
feet wide and drag it over areas on dry days. 


